WNCGBC would like to send a special thank you to all the editorial and
photo contributors, the businesses and members who listed, the businesses who advertised, and the Mountain Xpress. The Green Building
Directory would not be available without all of your support. Thanks!
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WNCGBC is
very proud to present a brand new program,
Neighbor Saves!
Neighbor Saves is a voluntary,
team based, weatherization, and
home improvement program
designed to bring households
together to improve their homes,
save energy, and save money in a family friendly and fun environment.

Neighbor Saves is Supported By:

Households can sign up with a team they have assembled or join individually with a team of other
individual households.
After taking an introductory class, and having home energy audits, team members can begin working on
each other’s houses. In a typical team of 5 households, each team member will work at 3 other team
member’s houses and then 3 team members along with a trained supervisor will work at their house. 100%
financing available, wholesale material costs, training by certified professionals!

www.neighborsaves.org

As many of you know, the EPA has released a new version of the Energy Star
guidelines. The program is undergoing significant changes and because Energy
Star is a prerequisite of the NC HealthyBuilt Homes Program, this also impacts
you. Please review the details here (and contact your rater for more information
as soon as possible if you haven’t already): http://www.energystar.gov/
index.cfm?c=bldrs_lenders_raters.pt_bldr

LEED for Homes is launching a
The Energy Star Implementation schedule is swift and the NC Solar Center has new online scoring toolmade a decision on a delayed implementation schedule of the new Energy Star As the building industry evolves, more
residential projects already include
guidelines for those who need it:
sustainable features that contribute to
Any home that registers for the HBH program by December 31, 2011 can be certified if certification. The LEED for Homes
Scoring Tool will help you assess your
it meets Energy Star 2.5. The registered project has until Dec. 31 2012 to complete
their certification using Energy Star v2.5. Any home that registers after December 31, project. By answering a few simple
questions, you’ll not only learn just
2011 will have to meet Energy Star 3.0 in its entirety to also be certified as Healthyhow close you are to earning certificaBuilt.
tion, but also various steps you might
take to get there. Plus you’ll gain important insight on the LEED for
Homes rating system.
http://www.leedforhomes.org/OST/
homepage.aspx
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If you haven’t seen
WNCGBC’s new
music video, you
need to. Just head to
www.neighborsaves.org to see it! The video is a parody of the hit song
‘Dynamite’ by pop sensation Taio Cruz. Instead of lyrics about dancing and partying the poetic genius of director Matt Seigel sings about home energy efficiency
improvements, “its time to save, save, save, save; reducing bills is all the rave rave rave rave”
The video was produced as part of WNCGBC’s new Neighbor Saves team-based home energy efficiency improvement program.
Seigel says that “The video is a fun way to get people excited about home improvements which are actually not so glamorous.
Sealing air leaks, or adding attic insulation, or crawling in your crawlspace are all dirty and sometimes unpleasant tasks, but
with a fun song in your head, and some friends by your side it can be a blast!”
The video would not have been made possible without the help of Collapsable Studios and American Green Media, Thanks!
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SAVE THE DATE!
WNCGBC is hosting the
annual Green Building
Directory Release Party on
April 28th at Pack Place in
downtown Asheville!
Sign up to Sponsor Today!
Email: Info@wncgbc.org
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The WNC Green Building Council is celebrating its tenth year helping to create a more
sustainable and healthy Western North Carolina. From humble beginnings, now it is a well established and respected regional entity with hundreds of members. Forming groups from all over
North Carolina have called the WNCGBC to find out “how did you do it?” and of course
WNCGBC staff is happy to help. We are proud of our accomplishments and success, and over
the past 10 years WNCGBC has been a part of some extrodinary projects, including:
First HealthyBuilt Homes in North Carolina: WNCGBC helped green the Mountain Housing
Opportunities development Prospect Terrace as part of a State Energy Office grant and certify it
as the first HealhyBuilt Home development in the state.
HealthyBuilt Homes: During the past 5 years since the program started, WNCGBC has certified
450 homes which represents 85% of the total homes certified in North Carolina.
LEED for Homes: Since becoming a provider WNCGBC has certified 4 homes and has 22 more
registered.
Appalachian Offsets: As the nation’s first locally based carbon offset program, we have offset
over 2,600 tons of carbon through local projects paid for through local donations.
Number of professionals educated: Over 2,000 building professionals and homeowners have attended our classes and expanded their knowledge of the many facets of green building.
Low income homes weatherized: Thanks to a Community Development Block Grant from the
City of Asheville, WNCGBC partnered with Asheville Green Opportunities and Community
Actions Opportunities to weatherize 60 low income homes.
Home Town Green: Thanks to a State Energy Office grant, this 16-minute video on how to begin
the process of greening a small town was produced and distributed.
Green Bus Stops: Volunteers completed a green bus stop on Clingman Ave thanks to a grant
from the Community Foundation of WNC.
Permit fee rebates: WNCGBC worked with the Town of Black Mountain and City of Asheville
to get permit fee rebates for certified green homes.
The WNCGBC has helped the green building businesses in the region grow and has
provided a way for them to be recognized for their efforts though its outreach including the
Green Building Directory. With the basic business membership dues increasing only $50 over the
last ten years WNCGBC has shown that it is committed to its mission of promoting green building through increasing demand and supporting its business members.
We would like to give special thanks to Boone Guyton and Claudia Cady, Cindy
Meehan-Patton, Bobbi Tousey, Duncan McPherson, Ashley Featherstone and Terry Albrecht for
their vision and hundreds of hours of work in the infancy, early childhood and adolescence
(hopefully we’ll be getting out of that soon) of the WNCGBC. A lot of recognition and appreciation needs to be given to Land of Sky Regional Council for their incredible level of support in
helping to start and house the Green Building Hotline and offer the infrastructure needed to build
the organization to what is has become today. All of the many people that have volunteered on
the Board of Directors over the years have made this organization a success through good times
and harder times.
Of course we could not have achieved all of the incredible gains in momentum without
the years of commitment of the WNCGBC staff including Matt Siegel, Maggie Leslie, Rachel
Della Valle, Candice Black, Shifra Nerenberg and Jake Sadler.
And most important we wouldn’t be here today or see a long and bright future ahead for
green building without….YOU THE MEMBERS. Some have been members since the very first
day, some have just joined and all are essential in helping to grow the movement of green building to the point when we are no longer needed because everyone is already doing it.
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Western North Carolina’s green economy is growing — and getting cleaner. A coalition of leaders from
the economic development, education and government sectors is creating a business strategy to generate
jobs and entrepreneurial startups, attract public and private investment and position the region as a global
leader in clean energy innovation.
The initiative brings together representatives from across Western North Carolina to develop a cohesive
approach to grow and market the region’s potential in energy efficiency, renewable energy and clean vehicles industries. Led by Asheville-based Land-of-Sky Regional Council, partners in the project include AdvantageWest, the economic development partnership
serving Western North Carolina, and the five other westernmost Regional Councils of Government.
More than 100 representatives of businesses, governments, colleges and universities, nonprofits and other
organizations around the region met recently with AngelouEconomics, a nationally recognized consulting
firm specializing in renewable energy and economic development. Over
the next several weeks, the firm will assess the region’s existing clean energy business cluster and identify trends, niche strengths and opportunities
in the clean energy economy. It will also explore links to the global energy
marketplace and recommend supportive public policies.
The firm’s findings, due in June, will lead to targeted implementation strategies throughout the 31-county
project area and the full launch of the project. This will include the development of a regional clean energy
brand as well as marketing, business outreach and recruitment efforts.

Federal Judge Upholds
Washington Energy Codes
A federal judge in Tacoma, Washington, has upheld the state’s right to regulate
the overall energy efficiency of buildings, even if complying with such codes
could involve the purchase of equipment that is more efficient than federal regulations require.
According to federal law, states may set building codes, but the federal government sets efficiency standards for appliances, such as HVAC equipment; states
may not preempt the federal government by setting appliance codes that exceed
federal standards. While the new Washington building efficiency rules passed in
November 2009 do not directly preempt federal appliance codes, the Building Industry Association of Washington filed suit
against the Washington State Building Code Council in May 2010, claiming that the updated codes effectively set higher-thanfederal standards on HVAC equipment. The judge disagreed, however, saying that there are other ways to comply with the code
aside from purchasing high-efficiency equipment, such as improving insulation.
The new state standards apply only to new construction and are expected to increase both residential and commercial building
efficiency 15%–18%.
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AGD Meets Every Wednesday at
Posana Cafe The fun starts at 5:30pm
and Programming from 6pm-7pm

Home Energy Efficiency Classes
WHERE: OnTrack Financial Services 50 S. French Broad Ave

Schedule: March– April 2011
Mar 16h - Mary Olsen— Nuclear Waste
Mar 23trd – BSRI - Recycling Options
Mar 30th –Transition Asheville
April 6th – Social Night
April 13th – Just Economics—Big Love Festival
April 20th – Wally Bowen (new location)
April 27th— Energy Action Coalition
www.ashevillegreendrinks.com

Wednesday April 13th 5:30-7:30pm
AGENDA:
Thanks to a grant from Progress Energy, OnTrack Financial
Education & Counseling and the WNC Green Building Council
(WNCGBC) are able to offer a two-hour class exploring energy
efficiency upgrades that you can make to your home. The
WNC Green Building Council estimates that most participants
can expect to achieve a 30% savings in their utilities by implementing some or all of the ideas presented in the class.
Refreshments and $15 in Efficiency Materials Provided!
COST: $10

Healthy Built Homes Class

Contact OnTrack Financial Services:
ph. 828-255-5166 or
email: info@wncgbc.org

WHERE: NC Arboretum

Wednesday May 11th 12:30-4pm
AGENDA: All interested homebuilders and building professionals are invited to a half-day introduction to the NC
HealthyBuilt Homes (HBH) Program, a statewide green
builder program for residential building professionals.
You will learn the benefits, building guidelines and process
for you to be a participant in the NC HBH Program. The NC
HBH Program provides visibility and certification of homes
for residential builders who practice sustainable, high performance building practices. The program also provides third
party assistance in learning about and marketing HBH.
This event is required orientation to the NC HBH program for
all builders who wish to build NC HealthyBuilt Homes.

Stay Connected at www.wncgbc.org

Cost: $59 Members $69
Non-Members
CEU Credit Available
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LEED For Homes
HBH homes certified to date: 499

LEED Buildings Certified: 7
LEED Buildings in Progress: 18

HBH homes in progress to date: 347
For a list of all registered builders, visit:
www.wncgbc.org/healthybuilt

Upcoming
ENERGY STAR Webinars

Check Out The Years 10 Best Green Products!

Appalachian Offsets
Total tons offset to date: 3207

How to Sell ENERGY STAR Qualified Homes
Wednesday, March 9, 2011; 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. ET
Verifying the Water Management System Checklist
Wednesday, March 23, 2011; 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. ET
A Case Study: Greening the MLS
Wednesday, March 30, 2011; 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. ET

Visit www.AppalachianOffsets.org for more

Products Currently Available From
WNCGBC:
•
•
•
•
•

1.7 gpm chrome showerheads $5
2.0 gpm handheld chrome showerheads $15
0.5 gpm faucet aerators $1
Radon test kits $8
Mixed Humid Climate Builder guide $50

Directories Available
If you would like to distribute our free
Green Building Directory please email:
jacob@wncgbc.org

WNCGBC is happy to offer a free
introductory presentation to any and
all interested groups!
If You Have a Team or Group In Mind
Please Contact WNCGBC at (828)254-1995 or email info@wncgbc.org
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High Country Timberframe & Gallery Woodworking Co. has
been a leader in traditional and contemporary timber frame and
SIPS panel design and construction for over 12 years with
projects completed throughout the Eastern United States. With
many high profile projects in their resume, High Country
Timberframe & Gallery Woodworking Co. strives to ensure
that “the second life of the tree be as dignified as the first”.
PO Box 1858
Boone, NC 28607
828-264-8971
tomo@highcountrytimberframe.com
www.highcountrytimberframe.com

2 E. Market St, Ste. E
Black Mountain, NC 28711
877-669-5557
timelessmountainhomes@usa.net

TMH brought together a comprehensive group of
designers, architects, developers, builders, suppliers and
banks to help simplify the building process. The goal is to
provide you with all you desire in your dream home. We
work with environmentally respectful designs whether
log, timber, panelized or a traditionally built home.

Blue Planet Plumbing LLC is an Asheville area full service
Deltec Homes has been producing energy-efficient, round
plumbing and gas piping design & installation contracting
homes for 40 years. Our homes are panelized in a controlled
company. We specialize in the installation of water manage- environment and provide a sustainable, high-performance, lowment systems inside and outside homes and businesses. Our
waste structure that is of exceptional quality. We build homes
services include installation of high end, high efficiency
responsibly by minimizing environmental impact and
plumbing fixtures, rain water systems, grey water systems,
providing
a home that is healthy to live in and highly energy
water purification systems, and storm water management. We
efficient.
offer plumbing fixtures and systems compatible with HealthyBuilt Homes and LEED home standards. Give us a call or
email today for your next plumbing or gas piping project.
69 Bingham Rd
Asheville, NC 28806
www.eatsleepplumb.com
828-253-0483
slinton@deltechomes.com
111 Forest St
Asheville, NC 28803
828-274-4858
www.deltechomes.com
georg@eatsleepplumb.com

For a Full List of Our Platinum Members Or to Join/ Upgrade as a Platinum
Member Please Visit our Website www.wncgbc.org or Call (828)-254-1995
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